





Economic 


Views 
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[Text ] 


A NEW tax regime, re- 
direction of state enter- 
prises, and investment 
and revolving funds 
would be specific initia- 
tives in the National Al- 

iance for 
Reconstruction’s 
(NAR’s) national eco- 
nomic recovery plan. 

Re-ordering: of public 
capital expenditure to 
Support infrastructural 
development, self-help 
for utility services, and 
demand management to 
increase the demand of 
the national economy are 
also recommended in the 
NAR's new Agenda for 
the Future 

The Agenda has been 
considered by the party’s 
executive and is to be 


So) 
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ratified by the National 
Council this weekend af- 
ter further dis ussion. 

The economic recov- 
ery plan, as opposed to a 
longer-term economic 
transformation  pro- 
gramme, would focus on 
the creation of jobs and 
the widening of the na- 
tional é¢conomic base. 

The tranformation of 
the economy would be 
aimed at reducing the 
“external vulnerability” 
of the economy, aow 
“trapped within cycles of 
boom and bust.” 

Among the changes in 
personal taxation pro- 
posed are individual re- 
lief of $12,000 per 
annum, no tax on inter- 
est payments of up to 
$5,000 on savings ac- 


counts and tax exemp- 
tion on_ pension 
payments of up to $5,000 
a year. 

Lower corporation 
taxes are also included. 

The “excess capacity 
of the construction sec- 
tor and the great poten- 
tial of the agricultural 
sector” could be the 
foundation of an imme- 
diate employment and 
production plan, the pol- 
icy statement suggests. 

This would be sup- 
ported by the creation of 
sub-sectors in the en- 
ergy-based _ industries, 
whose viability should be 
assured by the local mar- 
ket. 

A housing programme 
based on the Sou Sou 
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Land concept (integrat 
ing finance, idle capacity 
and social need), togeth 
er with large irrigation 
and drainage pro 
grammes (with priority 
given to infrastructura! 
works outlined in th: 
Caroni River Basin Sty 
dy), would form the basis 
of the NAR's employ 
ment and production 
plan. 


The policy document 
suggests limitation of ¢}) 
activities of Caroni Ltd 
to the production of su 
par and its immediat, 

y-products. A new (ar 
Oni agro-industrialisa 
tion programme based 
on the approach of the 
Spence Committee — js 
what is required, it says 
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LOCAL ELECTIONS IN 1986 RULED OUT 
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[Text ] 





CSO: 





IT’S definite — Local Governinent 
elections will not be held in 1986. A 
Bill seeking to extend the life of the 
seven county councils and four 
municipalities will be laid in the 
Hiouse of Representatives at to 
day's sitting starting 1 30 p.m. 


The extension sought is for a 
period of up to one year. 


It does not affect the Tobago 
House of Assembly which operates 
under separate legislation and elec- 
tions to that og are due in 1988. 

Although the fife of the 11 bodies 
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end on August 8, there is no fixed 
time to hold elections after that- 
date. 


An official source explairfed yes- 
terday : 

“These bodies have certain func- 
tions to perform and they cannot do 
so if they do not have the legal 
authority to do so, hence the need 
to go to Parliament to extend the 
life of these bodies 


“Deferring of the elections as 
everyone knows is nothing new and 
one of the main factors influencing 
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this action is that the Elections 
and Boundaries Commission cannot 
physicaliy cope with holding two na 
tional elections close to eac other 
be they one, two, three, four of even 
five months apart..”” 

This has been interpreted in polit 
ical circles to mean that General 
Elections will be held in Trinidad 
and Tobago this year. 

About one month ago the opposi 
tion National Alliance for Recon 
struction (NAR) in a_ statement 
called for the holding of the Local 
Government elections in 1986 











TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PNM YOUTH LEAGUE CONFERENCE ENDS: SPEECHES REPORTED 
Chambers on NAR 'In-Fighting' 
FL142156 Bridgetown CANA in English 2137 GMT 14 Jul 86 


[Excerpt ] Port-of-Spain, 24 Jul (CANA)--Prime Minister George Chambers 
predicts in-fighting in the National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR)--a 
merger of four opposition froups--should it win the next general election. 


Chambers told the youth wing of his People's National Movement (PNM) that the 
NAR was only part of a grand design to wrest power from certain sectors in 
Trinidad and Tobago, 


The worst possible political calamity which can befall Trinidad and Tobago 
is the mistake of voting into power an alliance, an accommodation, a coali- 
tion or an association of all, he said. 


And if you really want to see war, said Chambers, (it is) in a coalition, or 
an accommodation or an alliance, if they win. 


Support for Party 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Jul 86 p 1 


[Article by Clevon Raphael } 
ance was set by Energy Minister 
Patrick Manning, who in his ca- 
= acity as parliamentary represen- 

PEOPLE'S National Movement pore for i coer Pony for- 
‘‘soldiers’’ are ready for the mally opened the programme 

enemies’ in the forthcoming He concluded his address with 
general election the advice: . 

That was the clear conclusion “PNM youths, on your mark 
following Sunday's highly emotion- | in obvious reference to the upcom- 
al special conference staged by ing general election, date of which 
the party's youth league. is still to be announced. 


The organisers worked assiducus- 
Show Of Strength 


[Text ] 


ly over the past few months to 
ensure that the message was 
driven home — the PNM was not 








a party of old stagers 

League executives Morris Mar 
shall, Richard Walcott, and Joslyn 
McLeod-Smith were happy with 
the excellent turnout wlach was a 
liberal blend of the young. 

Mrs Smith boasted’ mere was a 
total of 1,965 ‘‘young’’ regis- 
trants. 

The mood for the day's exuber 





Although Prime Minister George 
Chambers, in his role as the party's 
Political Leader, warned he was not 
" ahing a political speech — as yet 
- there was no doubt that the 
affair was a show of strength and a 
morale booster in the days, weeks, 
months (who knows?) preceding the 
announcement of the date. 

It had all the ingredients of a 
campaign meeting 








When Mi 


picong he 
when 


Chambers was delivering 

which ne laced with 
referred to the earher 
campaigning 


was done | 


Affairs 


- of wrong domgs and of being strane 
ers to the truth 

External 
Mahabir, apart from Mr Chambers 


Minister Errol 


i a marked contrast to the worked 


“Today each of you 


on Dicvcie 
foday, he sand, 
the prosperity the PNM_ had 
brought the country, there were 
party mot weoades | 
One lady im the aisles of the 
Pleasantville Senior Secondary | 
School shouted 
“This year we campaigning im 
veroplane laughter) | sibility 
Even National Security Minister | young 
Qverand Padmore could not resist | 


the election bug when he counted — 
and drew it to the attention of the 


media representatives 


sion Mr Chambers was applauded 
according 


fhe final tally, 
Padmore was 25 trmes' 
One or two 
floor, indulging 


me antics 


Port--of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in 


['News Analysis" by Ria Taitt: 


Conference’ | 


[Text | 


“The future of the PNM is assured.”’ This 
is what Energy Minister, Patrick Man- 
ning felt when he looked at the crowds 
that flocked to San Fernando this wee- 
kend for the special conference of the 
Youth League of the People’s National 
Movement. 

Manning who was introduced as “one 
of the young members” in the govern- 
ment, opened the conference on a high 
note. Manning issued a challenge to 
youths to give the lie to the statement 
often used by ‘“‘detractors’’ that youth 
people did not support the PNM. “‘Is that 
true?,”” Manning asked. “No,” the enthu- 
sinstic crowd shouted. 

Youth League chairman, Andy Roberts 
stated the league's firm belief that only 
the PNM government had the ability to 
manage the affairs of this country and 
only the PNM party had the will and the 
necessary revolutionary spirit to bring 
the changes for this present age. The 
youths were ready to defend the labour 
of their parents. 

Discussions on the issue of integrity 
showed that the youths feit the Opposi- 
tion was hyprocritical in its stand be- 
cause in 1976 it supported the very ideas 
it now criticised. The resolution passed 
on integrity expressed the league's firm 
support for the government “‘in its deter- 
mination to ensure integrity in public 
affairs.” 

In this process, a poll done by this 
paper, showing that the PNM ranked far 
behind the National Alliance for Recons- 
truction in terms of support both from 
the youths as well as adults, was casually 
dismissed. “The poll is not how people 
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speakers 
in other 
accused other politicians | 


More on 


each occa- 


from the 


to Mr | 
electioneer-, | 


encourage 


Speeches 


Ene lish 


has the opportunity ar 
to assist in 
nation of ours, 
process to even make an impact on 
the future course of the world 

“But youth is naturally impatient 
and you have a strong desire to see 
your rising e 

He adv 
| the audience to avoid the arrogance 
| which longevity in power (PNM has 
been in office since 1956) tended to 


as a testimony to | up fervour of the audience and othet 
speakers, delivered a sober talk on 
| Jocal and international issues 


Impact On Future 


oung people 
the respon 
shaping this 
and in the 


tations realised " 
the young people im 


16 Jul 86 p 6 


"PNM YOuths Come Out in Full Force for Special 
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vote, it is to how to influence people to 
vote,” said Morris Marshall, youth offic- 
er. 

He argued too that there was no way 
the opposition group could last. “It is we 
who made them in 1976 and it is we wil! 
break them,” he said strongly. 

But Marshall believed that the PNM 
was not a perfect institution. The new 
vision for the party demanded a serious 
organisation which was more aggressive 
and dynamic in its posture, he contended. 

No ws: he declared, ‘‘so that we 
can take the fight to them (the opposition 
party) in a way that they have never 
seen. It is a new PNM and those who 
cannot fit in, take aside and let those who 
can.” If the party were to forge ahead in 
the way that it wanted, it had to examine 
its weaknesses, he warned. 

“We stand ready.” This was the theme 
of the conference and in an explanation 
written by the league's education officer, 
Donna Powell, the league stated the basis 
of its readiness. ‘We Stand Ready” to 
promote the aims and objectives of the 
PNM; to defend the policies of the PNM 
Government; to rally behind our political 
leeder and prime minister; to be active 
participants in every sphere of party life 
and to work for the success of the PNM 
in the up-coming General Elections. 

Prime Minister and political leader, 
George Chambers to the end of the day 
was forced to say that the youth league 
was presenting a serious challenge to the 
women’s league, which was traditionally 
seen as the mainstay of the party and he 
conceded there was nothing wrong with 
the challenge. 
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POLICE COMMISSIONER BURROUGHS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 


Report on Arraignment 
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[Article by Evans K. Greene] 


[Text } 


POLICE COMMISSIONER  Ran- 
dolph Burroughs appeared in the Port- 
of-Spain First District Court yesterday 
to face four charges linked with the 
death of two men at Lady Young Road, 
Morvant, in 1983. Two other charges 
relate to the unloading of a pirogue of 
cocaine and marijuana at Carli Bay, 
Couva, in 1985. 


It is alleged that he aided four men in unloadin 
the pirogue some time between February 20 
March 31. He is also accused of inciting the four to 
traffic in a narcotic. ' 

Mr Burroughs is also charged With incitement to 
murder and is accused of planting weapons near the bodies 
of two men at Lady Young Road, Morvant, in October 1983. 

Senior Magisirate Conrad Roach read the charges, 
noting that they were laid indictably and the Police 
Commissioner was therefore not called upon to plead. 
ani Selwyn my y ee Ty! General, said he 

representin r Burroughs, Senior Counsel Dr. 
Aeneas Wills onl Theodore Gaus. 7 
_ Acting Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions Clyde 
Constantine told the court that he was resenting the 
State. It is understood that Senior Counsel Mic De- 
labastide wil! lead the prosecution during the preliminary 
inquiry, due to start July 30 in Port-of-Spain. 

A Couva court will start hearing on July 28 of two drugs- 
related charges linking the Commissioner with Sham Ram- 
lochan, Mohan Ramlochan, Dole Chadee and Cuthbert 
— at Carli r= early last year. 

awyers in court t some time discussi 
date for start of the aie — 

The State representative suggested that the four 
charges relating to the death of two men at Lady Young 
Road, Morvant, in 1983 be heard from August 4, proceeding 


a he 

magistrate suggested July 2 
and defence lawyer Mr Guerra said he 
was agreeable to this date. Mr 
Richardson felt, however, that the 
Police should be ready. He said that 
the defence was prepared to start 
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nght away 

The magistrate observed that he 
had two dates in mimd, July 24 or July 
2. It was finally decided to start 
hearings on July 3. 

ier, Mr Richardson told the 
magistrate that up to yesterday 
morning Mr Burroughs did not get a 
copy of the charges. Mr Burroughs was 
told that he was arrested by warrant 
and could not get a copy of the 
»charges, his lawyer told the court 
Call From Ministry 
» . Commissioner Burroughs received 
a call from the Ministry of National 
Security around 6 p.m. on Monday, to 
come for discussions. He met three 
Police officers and acting Permanent 
Secretary Ronald Cuffy at the Knox 
Street office. He was told of the 
charges there. 

He was escorted to Police Head- 
quarters where the warrants were 
executed before a Justice of the 
Peace. Mr Burroughs was released af.- 
ter $300,000 bail was posted oY Max 
Senhouse, Chairman of the Public 
Transport Service Corporation. 

Mr Burroughs received shouts of 
encouragement from bystanders as he 
left the court at NIPDEC House yes- 
terday morning. His only comment to 
a reporter in the crowd was: “All 
things work together for good to those 
Pe Fee Lord. The Lord is my 


Police Commissioner's arrest 
came 12 days before he was due to 
resume duties after his leave. 

Meanwhile it is understood that 
Mr Burroughs cannot perform any of 
the duties of the Commissioner of 
Police. 

While he still retains the title of 
Commissioner, he cannot carry out 
any cf the activities or functions re- 
lated to the post pending the outcome 
of the trial. 





List of Charges 
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[Text ] 


1. Sometime between February 2, 
and March 31, 1985, at Carli Bay, Couva 
did unlawfully incite Sham Ram-; 
lochan, Mohan Ramlochan, Dole 
Chadee and Cuthbert Charles to traf- 
fic in a narcotic. Contrary to Common 


Law 
eee 


2? Ona day between February 20 and 
March 31, 1985 misconducted himself in 
the public office of Commissioner of 
Police by assisting Sham Ramlochan, 
Mohan Ramlochan, Dole Chadee and 
Cuthbert Charles in unloading from a 
pirogue at Carli Bay, Couva, a cargo of 
what he knew or reasonably suspected 
to be cocaine and marijuana and by 
wilfully and without reasonable excuse 
or justification neglecting to perform 
his duty to arrest the said Sham Ram- 
lochan, Mohan Ramlochan, Dole 
Chadee and Cuthbert Charles on rea- 
sonable suspicion of being in possession 
of narcotics. Contrary to Common 


Law 
eee 


3 On or about October 4, 1983 at 


Flying Squad office, St James Bar- 
racks, Port-of-Spain, solicited, en- 
couraged, persuaded or endeavoured 
to persuade or proposed to Reynold 
Craig to murder Claude Garraway, 
contrary to SS (b) of the Offences 
Against the Person Act Chap. 11:08. 

4. On or about October 5S, 1983 at 
Lady Young Road, Morvant, an officer 
or officers under his command having 
‘committed an  arrestable offence 

namely the unlawful killing of Claude 
‘ Garraway, knowing or believing that 

the said officer or officers had com- 
mitted the said offence or some other 
arrestable offence then, without law- 
ful authority or excuse planted a sub- 
machine gun near the body of the said 

Claude Garraway with intent to im- 

pede the apprehension or prosecution 


of the said officer or officers. 
eee 


5. On or about October 5, 1983 at 
Lady Young Road, Morvant with in- 
tent to pervert the course of public 
‘justice in that he planted weapons 


- 


Suspension of Powers 
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[Article by Gail Alexander] 


[Text ] 


While Mr Burroughs still retains 
1 the title of ‘‘Commissioner’’ he can- 


namely a subrachine gun and a re 
volver beside the bodies of two men, 
namely Claude Garraway and Andre 
Ronald Ling also called David Charles 
respectively who had to his knowledge 
been killed by an officer or officers 
under his command. Contrary to Com- 
mon Law. Lis 


6. On or about October 5, 1983 at 
Lady Young Road, Morvant an officer 
or officers under his command having 
committed an arrestable offence 
namely the unlawful killing of Andre 
Ronald Ling also called David Charles 
knowing or believing that the said 
officer or officers had committed the 
said offence or some other arrestable 
offence then, without lawful authority 
or excuse planted a revolver near the 
body of the said Andre Ronald Ling 
also called David Charles with intent 
to impede the apprehension or prose 
cution of the said officer or officers 
Contrary to S.5(1) of the Criminal Law 
Act Ch. 10:04 


pl 


forted by the support of members ot 
the public.”’ 


POLICE Commissioner Randolph’ 


not perform the duties of the office On Tuesday night, a Mass was said 





Burroughs has not yet received any 
notice of suspension, according to 
reliable sources close to him. 

This was disclosed yesterday fol- 
lowing speculation that the Police 
Commissioner, who faces six indict- 
able charges, has been officially 
stripped of his powers. 


Mr Burroughs appeared in the 
Port-of-Spain First District Court 
on Tuesday to face four charges re- 
lating to the death of two men on 
a say Young Road, Morvant, in 
983. 


Two others concern the unloading 
of a pirogue of cocaine and marijua- 
na at Carli Bay, Couva in 1985. 





or carry out any functions related 
to the post pending the outcome of 
the trial. 

However sources close to him 
stressed yesterday that Mr Bur- 
roughs has not received any notice 
of suspension. 

It is also understood that the 
Police Commissioner has not been 
asked to vacate his official resi- 
dence at the St James Barracks. 

Yesterday a stream of visitors to 
the Commissioner's home kept the 
sentry on duty well occupied. 

Sources close to Mr Burroughs 
described the Police Commissioner 
-as being ‘‘relaxed’’ and ‘‘well com- 
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for him at the St Margaret's Angli- 
can Church in Belmont. 

It is also understood 
emergency meeting of the Second 
Division Police Officers Association 
was held yesterday to discuss the 
situation concerning Mr. Bur- 


that an 


——_. 

r Burroughs was arrested on 
Monday evening 12 days before he 
was due to resume duties after his 
leave. He was granted bail o1: the six 
charges totalling $300,000. 

The preliminary inquiry will begin 
in Port-of-Spain on July 30, while the 
two drug-related charges will be 
heard in the Couva District court 


‘from July 28. 


Mr Burroughs’s defence is being 
conducted by Senior Counsel Dr. 
Aeneas Wills, former Attorney Gen- 


eral Selwyn Richardson and Theo- 
| dore Guerra. 








Additional Arrests 


Vort-ol-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 24 Jul 86 pp l, 2 


AT LEAST two or three other arrests are 
now anticipated in the wake of investigations 
conducted by Barrister Desmond Allum aris- 
ing out of the Scott Drug Report. 

Fven as Director of Public Prosecutions, 
Clebert Brooks, hinted at this, Magistrate 
Conrad Roach yesterday adjourned the matter 
against Police Constables Allan Andrews and 
Learie Barrington until July 30. 

The two constables were arrested and 
charged by Superintendent David Jack, head 
of the Narcotics Squad. It is understood that 
the charges stem from the Drug Report. 
Reliable sources told the Express yesterday 
more arrests were expected, following a six- 
count indictment laid against Police Commis- 
sioner Randolph Burroughs on Monday. 

But as the Express continued to be deluged 
by rumours yesterday ranging from the 
“house arrest’ of more than one Government 
official to varying numbers of policemen 
paced under arrest, both of these uncon- 
firmed it was clear that the DPP was fully 
hack in the picture after weeks of investiga- 
tions by Allum. It is understood not only was 
Brooks consulted by Allum, but he also ap- 
proved the charges laid against Burroughs and 
against two policemen, who have subsequently 
been charged 

Andrews alone appeared in the First Port 
of Spain Magistrates’ Court, NIPDEC House, 


where the charges laid against him, as well as 
Barrington, were read to him. Andrews, who 
was charged for perjury and conspiracy was 
granted $100,000 bail $50,000 on each 
charge. Barrington was granted $50,000 bail 

State Counsel Cheryl Charles appeared on 
behalf of the prosecution. Andrews appeared 
unrepresented and Barrington did not appear 
in court. 

The charge laid against Andrews and Bar 
rington: 
@ Some time between October 5, 1983, and 
April 10, 1984, at Port of Spain, they did 
conspire with each other and Police Consta- 
bles Kenrick Wright and Reynold Craig to 
pervert the course of justice, in that they 
agreed amongst iuaalves to submit state 
ments to the police officer investigating the 
death of Claude Garraway and Andre Ronald 
Ling, also called David Charles, falsely repre- 
senting that the said Claude Garraway and 
Andre Ronald Ling, also called David. Charles. 
had drawn guns and fired them, at a police 
party comprising Police Constables Allan 
Andrews, Learie Barrington, Kenrick Wright 
and Reynold Craig at a trace off the Lady 
Young Road on the morning of ° tober 5, 
1983, contrary to common law. 

The second charge 
against Andrews: 
@ On or about May 10, 
1984, at Port of Spain, 


Public Prosecutors' Remarks 
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[Text ] 


DIRECTOR of Public 


*rosect . 
Prosectt able Allan Andrews were 


he did commit the ot 
fence of perjury, in that 
having been lawfully 
SWOrTn aS a witness in a 
judicial proceeding, na 
mely an inquest toux hing 
the deaths of Claude 
Carraway and Andre Ro 
nald Ling, also called 
David Charles, wilfully 
made a statement, mate 
rial in that proceeding, 
which he knew to be 
false: 

Mainly that, on the 
morning of October 5. 
I9R3, at a trace off Lady 
Young Road, Police Con 
stable Learie Barrington 
shouted, “Claude Garra 
way and David Charles, 
this is the police, stop!” 
and that thereupon the 
said Claude Garraway 
and the said Andre Ro 
nalad fing, also called 
David Charles, produced 
guns and fired them 
ontrary to Section 4(1) 
of the Perjury Act Chap 


ter 11 No. 14 


arrested 
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tions (DPP) Clebert Brooks has de- 
nied f newspaper report that he 
had indicated more arrests were to 
be made in the Scott Drug Report 
affair 

“That was a totally incorrect 
and a blatant lie,’ he said yester- 
day as he commented on the story 
in the newspaper ‘not the Trinidad 
Guardian) which appeared _yes- 
terday. 

It was reported that the entire 
exercise relating to investigations 
into the Drug Report was the do 
main of Special Counsel Desmond 
Allum and the two other lawyers 
appointed to assist him 

Arising out of these investiga- 
tions, Commissioner of Police Ran- 
dolph Burroughs and Police Const- 
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and placed on a number of crimimal 
charges. A warrant has been issued 
for the arrest of another Police Con 


. Stable 


A legal source explained yes 
terday: 

“The business of investigaing and 
instituting legal action is the prin 
cipal business of the Alluim tearn 
only they would know who are to he 
arrested and how many.’ 

Mr Brooks, however, saic ‘hat 
he was consulted on the arrest of 
Mr Burroughs and the two. other 
wlicemen, after the Allum team 
had completed their investigations 
on these cases. 

In keeping with the Constitution, 
he had to give the final approva! 
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PAPLR ASSAILS UNION LEADER WEEKES AS 


Curepe iE 


[Article: 


[Text ] 

IT’S WELL past time for 
George- Weekes,  Presi- 
dent-General of the once- 
powerful OWTU to re- 
sign. 

George has served 
his time and has done 
well, but the greying, 
doddering PG who is 
clocking an unconfirm- 
ed 70 years, has had 
his day and should 
step down and make 
way for a younger, ex- 
perienced person. 

Georgie has been 
noticeably absent from 
several public func- 
tions within the past 
months, and excuses 
about his failing health 
have been fed to the 
public. 


The man, who is 
said to be following in 
the footstep of the late 
great Tubal Uriah 
‘Buzz’ Butler in the 
labour movement, was 
nowhere near, as the 
various trade unions, 
other working class 
members and support- 
ers converged in their 
hundreds in Fyzabad, 
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"Say Goodbye, George!''] 


on June 19, to cele- 

brate Labour Day. 
Weckes was said to 

be ailing and could not 


make it, so he sent his. 
wife, Theresa, with a° 


prepared spech to tell 
the audience (mainly 
OWTU supporters) 
that although he was 
not there with them in 
body, he was there in 
spirit. 

His absence from 
this celebration was 
most significant, since 
Weekes never missed 
Labour Day celebra- 
tions in Fyzabad. 

In fact, he was 
most vociferous in 
getting June 19 to be 
observed as a public 


holiday to comme- 
morate Labour Day. 
Several months 


ago, he was again absent 
when the OWTU held 
a memorial service for 
Butler at the OWTU 
Hall in Fyzabad. 

Even his 100,000- 
strong following in the 
OWTU, is becoming 
disenchanted with the 


. 


*FICUREHEAD' 
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excuses for Weekes’ 
absence in their strike 
camps and at mass 
union meetings. 

They say the man 
who hes been hold- 


ing the fort is Frrol | 


‘ iCe- 


Mec Cleod, first 


president of the union, 


who has hopes of be- 
coming PG when 
Weekes steps down. 


About two years 


ago, Weekes pulled an 
Eric Williams on the 
gullible OWTU 
followers when he 
announced he was 
resigning. 

He named Mec 
Cleod as his successor 
and was all set to step 
down when he 
changed his mind and 
stated publicly that his 


followers had begged 
him to remain at the 
helm. 

Mc Cleod was 
stomped, but counter 
acted this by claim- 
ing he was not per 
turbed, since he was 
instrumental in getting 
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Comrade Weekes to 


stay. 


But now morc 
than ever, with the 
unfavourable econo 
mic climate and work- 
ers sitting on a time 
bomb where their jobs 


are concerned, they 
are becoming dis- 
enchanted with 


Weekes who has be- 
come more of a figure- 
head than a leader. 

With his senatorial 
position, the union 
members are saying he 
would clear the way 
for them, but now 
George seems not to 
care two hoots. 

This  disenchant- 
ment is even causing a 
rift in the executive of 
the union, with a lot 
of infighting and back- 
biting to dethrone the 
PG. 

Whether he would 
resign with grace or be 
dethroned will only 
be known when we 
cross that bridge . 
and that could be very 
soon. : 











UNIONS IN CONFLICT, APPEAL TO LABOR CONGRESS 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Clash Over Representation 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Jul 86 p 52 


[Text ] 


THE Council of Progressive Trade Unions 
(CPTU) has complained to the Trinidad and 
Tobago Labour Congress, that one of its affil- 
iates, the Amalgamated Workers’ Union, has 
been trying to win over workers from one of 
its affiliates. 

The CPTU says that AWU has been trying to get 
workers at Bermudez Biscuit oa oy whose work- 
ers are currently represented by the Oilfields Work- 
ers’ Trade Union to join it. The CPTU complained 
that AWU has been telling workers at the company, 


that the company will never recognise the OWTU 
again, that the workers will suffer so they should join 
AWU which will settle negotiations for a new 
agreement. 

The CPTU described this as unethical and dishon- 
est. The CPTU also said that if AWU displaces the 
OWTU, this will have the effect of cancelling the 
dispute involving the dismissal of 79 workers, making 
the negotiations for the collective agreement current- 
ly in the Industrial Court for 1983-1986 null and 


void. 





Attempt at Destabilization 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPPTSS in English 25 Jul 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


1/9274 


CSO: 3298/514 


SELWYN JOHN, general secretary of 
the National Union of Government 
and Federated Workers (NUGFW), 
has called on the Labour Congress to 
convene an emergency meeting to dis- 
cuss attempts to destabilise the union. 

In a letter dispatched to general 
secretary of the Congress, Vernon 
Glean, John referred to a decision 
taken at a a 10 to “picket 
and set up a cott campaign” 
against Hi-Lo Food Stores. 

This action came as a result of a 
dispute between the Transport and 
Industrial Workers Union and one of 
the Neal and Massy companies. 

“Our understanding of the decision 
of the unions,” said John, “is that they 
would lend support to TIWU in its 
fight with the Neal and Massy Group. 
However, we have noticed that both 
TIWU and the other unions in atten- 
dance at the meeting have failed to 
take any action against any of the 
companies in the Neal and Massy 


Group to which TIWU is the recog- 
mSNUGFW. the ised ba 

, the recogni inin 
body for hourly, daily and wodipgelll 
workers at Hi-Lo Food Stores, is at 
present engaged in negotiations with 
the Cannings Group of Companies, 
which includes Hi-Lo Food Stores, 
considers such a move a “direct at- 
tact.” 

The general secretary warned that 
NUGFW “would not stand idly by and 
allow ill-advised attacks by leaders and 
unions in an attempt to disrupt and 
jeopardise the job security of Hi-Lo 
workers.” 

John said he was at a loss to know 
the reason for the attack on the union, 
but claimed it was “not easy to break 
us, we have a membership of 44,000 
strong.” 

He said his union had an obligation 
“to protect every single member in 
their union, their dignity and job secu- 
rity.” 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FOOD INPORTS BILL FOR 1985 DOWN BY $167 NILLION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Jul 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


19274 
CSO: 


3298/514 


THE 1985 food import bill fell by $167 million from $928.8 million 
in 1976 as a result of a package of measures introduced by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Food Production in 1978. 


A report put out by the Minist 
on the performance of the agricul- 
ture sector for the past 10 years 
highlighted the White Paper on 
Agriculture which called for: 

‘Increased domestic food prod- 
uction in order to increase self- 
sufficiency, food security and reduce 
import Lo eagge f 

- Promotion and development of 





non-traditional export com- 


modities. 

- Promotion of proper land use and 
natural resource conservation. 

During the past decade, the re- 
port stated, Government dis- 
tributed a total of $408.1 million in 
support of major domestic and ex- 
port crops. e poultry industry 
was allotted $65 million and the 
livestock feed industry $424.3 mil- 
lion in price support. 

According to the report, the 
Ministry was considering the pos- 
sibilities of exporting to Canada and 
the United States. Seven sample 
shipments of vegetables, fruits and 
food crops were shipped to Holland 
and London. These included hot pep- 
pers, okra, dasheen and melongene. 

Stabilised Prices 

The report said: “It is noticeable 
that in respect of the domestic food- 
/fruit crop sub-sector, the increasing 
volumes which have come on to the 
market have resulted ui stabilised 
prices over the past three to five 
years”. 


Local ror of beef, it added, 
stabilised at 2.5 million to three mil- 


lion pounds per year. With increased 
Government assistance the production 
of hatching increased from 2.7 
million cags to our million in 1985. At 
em there are three operators. 

Natiemal Poultry Company sup- 
plies about 25 to 30 per cent of current 
domestic requirements. 

However, there has been a decline in 
the longterm trend of cocoa, coffee 
and sugar according to the report, 
since lands under cocoa and coffee were 
replaced with tropical wood, forests, 
tropical fruits and foliage and cut 


101 

















TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


'DROPPED' PNM CANDIDATES--At least 12 Cabinet Ministers will not be facing the 
polls in the next General Election. This was indicated yesterday by a PNN 
source following Sunday's statement by Prime Minister George Chambers that 
Some party members would have to "give way" to others. Mr Chambers, who did 
not elaborate much, said, however, he was sure to becume the most unpopular 
man in the party over the selection of the party's slate of candidates. The 
Source Said: ‘You will be shocked at the names of these people to be dropped. 
They have become arrogant in their attitude. They will be asked to give way 
to young, fresh talent.... "At this Stage one cannot say much because every- 
thing is in the lap of the Political Leader (Nr Chambers) but prepare yourself 


for some PNM election shockers." [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 
tnglish 15 Jul 86 p 1] 9274 


CSO: 3298/514 
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VENEZUELA 


ALVAREZ PAZ ON COPEI PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, OTHER ISSUES 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 30 Jun 86 pp 24-25 


[Interview with Oswaldo Alvarez Paz by Rodolfo Schmidt and Usbaldo Arrieta; 
date and place not given; first six paragraphs are introduction] 


[Text] Oswaldo Alvarez Paz 


He has been part of COPEI for much more than half of his 43 years, 32 of them 
to be exact. He joined the party as the government of Marcos Perez Jimenez 
was drawing to aclose. He began his political career, which has _ been 
described as meteoric, in Maracaibo. It took him only 5 years to _ become 
secretary general of COPEI Revolutionary Youth of Zulia State. He managed to 
combine his studies in the Law Department at the University of Zulia with 
party activities. He obtained his law degree in 1966, but had already been 
involved in the institutions of the university's joint government and in 1964 
was elected president of the Federation of Centers of the University of Zulia. 
His colorful political squabbles with his brother Fernando, who then belonged 
to AD and is currently a MEP [People's Electoral Movement] leader, are well 
known. According to the political grapevine, he is one of Rafael Caldera's 
"proteges," so much so that when the great leader met him, "he brought him to 
Caracas," they say. In 1969 he was elected national secretary general of 
COPE] Revolutionary Youth and since then he has been a member of the COPEI 
National Committee. He has represented his state in Congress since 1969 and 
in 1975 served as the head of the Social Christian bloc in Congress. He is 
currently chairman of the Foreign Policy Committee of the lower house. His 
career is still on the rise, and Miraflores is in his sights... 


The nomination battles are about to heat up in COPEI and Democratic Action. 
Concurrently, differences of opinion are emerging, even within parties, as to 
how the nation's problems ought to be tackled. 


Both of these factors are influencing the behavior and views of the leaders 
who are being mentioned as virtual presidential hopefuls. 


Today, the Primera Pagina section explores the views of Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, a 


COPEI deputy and member of the party's National Committee, who has been 
mentioned, along with Eduardo Fernandez, Pedro Pablo Aguilar and Rafael 
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Caldera himself, as one of the men seeking the Social Christian presidential 
nomination in 1988, 


He does not deny such an ambition. He is merely abiding by his party's rules, 
waiting for an announcement that the battle for the nomination has begun so 
that he can openly launch his campaign. 


Critical and controversial, Alvarez Paz has been sanctioned for his stands in 
COPEL. Not one to mince words, like everyone from Maracaibo, he sets forth 
his positions on developments in CCPEI, the country and the Venezuelan family. 
"When I think something, I say it," Alvarez Paz asserts. Our interview with 
him shows as much, 


"Backward People" in COPEI 


Rodolfo Schmidt: You have repeatedly said that you are not alone in COPEI. 
What does this statement mean? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: There has been persistent speculation within the party, 
which has_ had an outside impact as well, to the effect that my position is 
isolated and not in keeping with the thinking of rost party leaders and 
members, That is not the case, and I intend to prove it. I am totally a 
product of the Social Christian Party, and almost 30 years of active 
membership have enabled me to become familiar not only with its structures, 
many of which I have headed, but also with COPEI people. I think that I am in 
tune with the overwhelming majority of COPEI members, who share many of my 
positions. [end of answer] 


As we mentioned at the outset, Oswaldo Alvarez Paz says that all of this will 
become clear "as the battle for the nomination moves towards the Social 
Christian presidential convention." 


Usbaldo Arrieta: Your opponents in COPEI Say that you are campaigning harder 
in powerful economic groups than in the party. 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: In the first place, I am not campaigning, either inside 
or outside the party. I am abiding by the party's instructions on internal 
elections. What is happening is that I have talked about the need to define a 
new strategy for domestic economic growth, and this has led to stands in 
economic and labor sectors and among independents in general. The internal 
reaction that you have mentioned is, of course, self-interested. Its aim is 
to discredit not my proposals but my position by claiming that I have an 
immediate electoral interest in ingratiating myself with segments of big 
capital. If that was what I was up to, I wouldn't think about offering 
proposals that could prompt support among wealthy segments of the economy and 
opposition in the lower-income segment, where the bulk of the voters are. 
That would be absurd. It is part of a campaign to portray me as an agent of 
the domestic and international oligarchy, of the Right. Those attacks are 
from people who have a backward outlook, who believe that we can solve our 
problems by making more of the same mistakes that have gotten us into the 
current situation. 
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Usbaldo Arrieta: Do you feel that there is a faction in COPEI with backward 
pluralist leanings? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: Of course there is... 
The Secretary General 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz was sanctioned for saying certain things. He says that 
they have still not shown him that the move was justified. He does not 
discuss the matter; he does not want to, but the next question served as a 
sort of catalyst: 


Rodolfo Schmidt: You said that your proposals were not well received in the 
COPEI National Committee? What do you think? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I think several things, but this does not mean that I am 
criticizing the National Committee. After we lost the elections, the party 
was in very bad shape. We had been in power for 5 years and we suffered two 
serious defeats at the polls. For the first time the support that COPEI had 
been building up over its almost 40-year existence declined. We dropped off 
in absolute and percentage terms; we lost senators and deputies on the 
regional and national levels. I sensed that the country and COPEI members had 
lost confidence in the party. Someone had to be held accountable for what 
happened. My opinion is still that after 5 years in power, at the end of 
which the country and the party were in the shape they were, something has to 
happen, someone has to be held responsible and corrective steps have to be 
taken to prevent a repetition. More than once I proposed that at least we 
guarantee the country that the colleagues who were in charge during that term 
would cease to have decisive influence in running the party and the country. 
I also said that we had to determine who specifically was guilty in the well- 
known cases of alleged administrative corruption. 


Usbaldo Arrieta: Do you think that your party suffers from the defect that 
discussion of fundamental concepts is subordinated to jockeying for position 
behind potential candidates? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: Yes. ‘hat is the argument that I advanced at the most 
recent meeting of the party's national board, and I reiterate here that the 
party's organizational, human and every other kind of resources are being used 
to further the secretary general's bid for the nomination. 


Usbaldo Arrieta: Do you think that Eduardo Fernandez should resign as 
secretary general? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I think that he was elected party secretary general for 
5 years. I think that the party needs a full-time secretary general... 


En Route to the Convention 


As we know, COPEI has held its presidential conventions in the huge building, 
called the Polyhedron, that Rafael Caldera inaugurated in La Rinconada. 
Oswaldo Alvarez Paz has his gaze fixed on it. 











Rodolfo Schmidt: I get the impression that you have insinuated that _ the 
presidential convention represents the spirit of COPEI's members better than 
the party machine does. Do you plan to wage your battle for the nomination 
within the machine or at the presidential convention? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: The machine carries weight in the presidential 
convention but is not the most important element in making the required 
decision. COPEI is much more than a machine, because there are a great many 
COPEI members and leaders who have occupied and occupy positions. of 
responsibility and who have a statutory right to attend the _ presidential 
convention. Many independents who represent and head various sectors of the 
country have the same right. The convention has been designed to prevent the 
election of a machine candidate and to bring together a sampling of the entire 
country. The convention brings together between 10,000 and 12,000 people. 


Rodolfo Schmidt: Securing the Support of two-thirds of that constituency 
demands hard work, and it has been observed that you lack drive and 
dedication. 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I'm involved in this because I have so far not found 
anyone whe represents the things in which I believe. I have tried to 
influence the party leadership to move in a certain direction and to raise 
certain banners that I regard as fundamental in an organization like ours, and 
T have not had the success that I expected. When this happens, one withdraws 
or fights. I have taken the second path; it could lead to the nomination, and 
I have the impression that the trend is in that direction. I have not heard 
people say that I lack drive, What they say is that I am relaxed, and these 
are people with whom I was involved in party battles and campaigns until 
recently, and we know each other quite well. The fact is that I do not do 
unnecessary things, I do not suffer from the disease that some have, that 
sort of inefficient hyperactivity, where they always have to be seen so_ that 
others will sense that they are there, 


Usbaldo Arrieta: The opinion polls indicate that Eduardo Fernandez has a good 
image as a candidate. What will you do to overcome his advantage over you? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: The latest polls that have I have seen, in the last few 
days in fact, show Rafael Caldera as the best liked COPEI hopeful, the one who 
is most popular among the people, far ahead of Eduardo Fernandez or any other 
candidate. It is odd that they have not been publicized. But the problem of 
the polls does not concern me in the least. Neither the extent of my struggle 
nor the intensity of my efforts are conditioned by the numbers in the polls. 
It's not that I don't believe in them or look down on them, because they 
provide information and help to orient one's efforts. I repeat that I am not 
yet campaigning. In due time, when the party so authorizes, I will campaign 
very hard and I am certain that the numbers will change, anda great deal, 
among other things because polls reflect a given moment, which is readily 
changeable, as are all trends in society. 
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Enhancing Democracy 


Political leaders repeatedly complain about the shortcomings in our democracy. 
Their ambitions for the nomination aside, there is no reason to doubt the 
sincerity of their concerns. What the people are asking for is resolve, 
action, not just words. 


Rodolfo Schmidt: The lack of clear-cut stands by a party also implies a lack 
of objectives. What objectives should COPEI offer the country at present, 
including a campaign platform? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I still maintain with wearisome insistence that the 
party must define fundamental policies. All the parties have shortcomings and 
are failing to define serious options for resolving problems. In the case of 
ovr party, even if we rightly criticize the government, we are not united on 
fundamental issues. The criticisms that I am voicing of COPEI could also be 
leveled at another party. Exactly the same is the case in AD, not to mention 
the Left. All of this is creating horizontal common ground across parties, 
above and beyond vertical common cause. People from different parties seem to 
be in agreement and to share positions on specific issues. When this starts 
to happen in a country, major changes are on the way. 


COPEI's primary objective today should be to enhance our democracy, to spur 
the country towards the democratic ideal es defined in the National 
Constitution. There we have set forth for us a model for a_ political and 
social system. The problem is that institutionally we are back in 1961. f 
think that the parties are worse. The Fxecutive Branch, the administration is 
worse than in 1961; it is more bureaucratized, more inefficient, more 
interventionist and more corrupt. The legislature branch is worse; Congress 
fails to legislate or legislates poorly and at the wrong time, it does not 
investigate or monitor, even less so now that the majority is blocking the 
way. And let's not even talk about the Judiciary. By now it is superfluous 
and pointless to talk about the partisan political and financial interference 
that stems from a wide variety of corrupt practices. 


In short, the process of democratization has come to a halt. Every day it is 
harder to become involved. 


The Great National Cause 


It is a temptation. Observing how a politician discusses the country's 
situation, one cannot help but ask him to reveal the recipe, the prescription 
that in his judgment will finally bring things back to normal. 


Rodolfo Schmidt: How can we see to it that the spirit of the constitution is 
really enforced? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I think that we are familiar with the minimum diagnoses 
to make the corrections that will enable the country to return to the path 
indicated in the constitution. We know what the problems are; they have been 
studied in depth, and several answers have even been envisioned. What we need 
is strong resolve; what we need, above and beyond ideologies or the platforms 
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put together to comply with the campaign ritual, is to develop a_ basic 
platform that will bring people together to solve these problems. The fact is 
that we have gotten into this situation as a result of a culture in which 
political and economic power has become concentrated in a very few hands. And 
any change in the three branches of government, inthe structure of the 
parties conspires against that culture; so, there is resistance to keep things 


as they are. 


Rodolfo Schmidt: Is the Great National Cause that you are supposedly heading 
indispensable for this purpose? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: I am working to put together this Great National Cause. 
If it takes shape, if it emerges as an option with well-defined goals, with a 
clear-cut strategy to achieve them, then anyone could head up such an effort, 
although of course I would be delighted to because I'm working for this, 
because I believe in this cause. 


Rodolfo Schmidt: Would support for the Great National Cause come from the 
sectors that you say are on horizontal common ground? 


Oswaldo Alvarez Paz: That would be ideal. Nevertheless, I think that this 
role belongs to COPEI and that it is up to the party to play it, to meet the 
historical challenge now before it. 


8743 
CSO: 3348/683 END 
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